
Jacobi, Lori 

From: 	 Doris Blum [dfblum'comcast.net ] 
Sent: 	 Saturday, May 23, 2009 3:28 AM 
To: 	 Jacobi, Lori 
Subject: 	 Fw: Drugstores and Cigarettes 

Please add to the drug store stack for 
Original Message ----- 

From: "Blum, Alan" <ablum@cchs.ua.edu > 
To: <letters@nytimes.com > 
Sent: Saturday, January 03, 2009 11:25 
Subject: Drugstores and Cigarettes 

possible use in Phoenix. AB 

Fou 

Letters to the Editor 
The New York Times 

To the Editor: 

In the Saturday Interview ("Drugstores, Too, Feel Recession Pain," Jan 3), 
Gregory D. Watson, president and ceo of Waigreens, is quoted as saying, "We 
want to be the most convenient provider of consumer goods, pharmacy and 
health and wellness services in the country." Moreover, by competing with 
emergency rooms for the care of "common ailments," Walgreens has an 
"opportunity to be a big part of this nation’s health care solution by 
providing nurse practitioners in our retail stores." 

These are laughable, not laudable, ambitions considering that Walgreens is a 
leading purveyor of our most lethal consumer product: cigarettes. 

On October 1, the nation’s first ban on tobacco sales in pharmacies went 
into effect in San Francisco. Lone among the retail chain drugstores, 
Walgreens sued, unsuccessfully, to stop it. 

The United States is one of only a handful of countries in which pharmacies 
still sell cigarettes. And chain drugstores have decimated independent 
pharmacies, virtually all of which had stopped selling cigarettes by the 
1990s. By continuing to profit from the sale of tobacco products, chains 
like Walgreens make a mockery of nurse practitioners and pharmacists as 
partners in health promotion. 

Sincerely, 

Alan Blum, MD 
Director, The University of Alabama Center for the Study of Tobacco and 
Society 
Professor and Endowed Chair in Family Medicine 
26 Pinehurst Drive 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 

205-343-9678 (home) 
205-799-9478 (cellphone) 
205-348-2886 (academic office) 
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