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DOCTORS URGE BOYCOTT OF DRUG STORES THAT SELL CIGARETTES 

NEW YORK -- Leaders of a national organization of health professionals, DOC 

(Doctors Ought to Care), are calling upon physicians to boycott drug stores 

that sell tobacco products. The boycott call, described in a special issue 

of the New York State Journal of Medicine on smoking and its promotion, is 

based on the fact that use of tobacco results in the deaths of more than 

360,000 Americans each year and is the nation’s largest single preventable 

health problem. 

In their report, "Pharmacists who dispense cigarettes: with reference 

to drug store chains and pharmaceutical companies," John.W. Richards, Jr., MD, 

of the Medical College of Georgia, and Alan Blum, MD, editor of the Journal, 

cite numerous examples of conflicts of interest raised by health-related 

corporations and other organizations that have links to cigarette manufacturers. 

One division of the pharmaceutical company Hoechst-Roussel makes a widely used 

drug for heart failure (Lasix) and a drug to treat heart attack victims 

(Streptase), while another division is a leading maker of cigarette packaging 

materials. Pfizer, makers of heart medications and drugs for bronchitis, 

owns a tobacco flavoring products factory. Other drug companies supply 

pesticides to tobacco growers, and at least one pharmaceutical company 

pres.ident serves on the international advisory board of a major tobacco 

company. The Journal lists several advertising agencies retained by 

pharmaceutical companies to sell health-related products that also are 

designing aggressive campaigns to increase cigarette sales around the world 

and so undermine health. 
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The authors note that 25% of cigarette purchases in the US are made 

in pharmacies, and 8% of chain drug store profits are derived from the 

sale of cigarettes. 

"Who can doubt that patients rationalize their adverse health behavior 

by pointing to the sale of cigarettes at the place where they are directed 

by physicians to obtain medications?" ask the authors, in urging their 

colleagues to patronize pharmacists who refuse to sell cigarettes 

A major obstacle to ending tobacco sales in pharmacies is the ownership 

of one of the largest drug store chains (Peoples) by a tobacco company.  

The report appears in the current issue of the Journal, entitled, 

"The World Cigarette Pandemic -- Part II," a sequel to the December 1983 

issue that has been republished as The Cigarette Underworld (Secaucus, 

Lyle Stuart) 	In May one of the major articles in that issue, "Cigarette 

advertising and The New York Times 	an ethical issue that’s unfit to 

print?" was named one of the top 25 national censored stories of 1984 by 

Project Censored of Sonoma State University.  


